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AI5P Travels in Europe 2007

AISP

Like many of my adventures, this one
started innocently enough with an e-mail
from an old friend - Dave, G4ETG. We were
stationed together in The Netherlands
back in the 1980's. He asked if | was
planning to attend the RSGB HF Convention
in October (this was in May). | hadn't
spent any length of time in Europe since
my 1998 trip so | started doing some re-
search.

After countless e-mails and checking of
Web sites, | put together an itinerary to
travel via airplane, train, automobile
and ferry to ten countries. | did not
take any radio equipment but hoped to op-
erate from friends' stations and pre-
arranged local contacts.

| arrived in Zurich on August 28th and

was met by my good friend Rudi, HBORG. He

is a county hunter as well as being a
long-time DXer. He lives about 15 miles

south of Zurich. In three days of casual

operating from his outstanding station

(Honor Role #1, 5BWAZ, 5BWAS,9BDXCC,
etc), | had 634 contacts as HB9/AI5P.

Departing rainy Switzerland, | took the
train down to northern lItaly to visit an-

other old friend - Tony, 12PJA. He had
arranged a dinner with a number of local
hams and we also went to the semi-annual
Hamfest in Montichiari. Lots of fun! Op-
erating from the beautiful (in the middle

of lovely vineyards!) QTH of Oreste,
I2TAO, | managed to log 37 Q's as 12/
AISP.

| had read several years ago that Laura,
3A2MD, offered a Bed and Breakfast at her
home in Monaco. This was my next stop. |
was able to operate her station whenever
she was not using it. This is the loca-

tion where | had the most contacts - 1882

as 3A/AI5P. As you know, Monaco is a
tough path from the States. The small
country (485 acres) is completely

blocked to the north and northwest by its
topography. As a matter of fact, in one week
of operating, | never even heard a U.S. sta-
tion on any band.

Unfortunately, no one in the U.S. will get

my 3A/AISP QSL card! As you can see in the
photo QSL, its quite an interesting place

to visit and people/yacht watch!

| did go, on the spur-of-the-moment, to
Nice, France (country number 11), for a day-
trip from Monaco but didn't arrange any op-
erating possibilities.

The next leg (via overnight train) got me to
Dresden, Germany. | had always wanted to
visit here - but it was in the former GDR. |

was amazed at the combination of modern
shopping malls and historical buildings! |

didn't operate from here but had a very nice

visit with Heinz, DL5DSA ex-DM2AOL, who
lives nearby. We had several contacts during

my earlier Pacific travels.

Moving to Eisenach, Germany, | met another
county hunter, Gerd, DL5AWI, ex-Y44UI. | had
worked him in many counties in my U.S. trav-
els on CW. He and some friends have leased a
former government site and set up the con-
test station DFOESA. | had the opportunity
to operate from there and made 118 Q's as
DL/AISP.

Back on the train for an all day trip via

Fulda and Hamburg to Copenhagen, Denmatrk. |
was quite surprised at all the things to see

and do - wonderful museums as well as the
world famous Tivoli Gardens (an amusement
park).

Everything centralized and within walking
distance (if you like to walk!). One evening

| took the train down to Lundby to visit
Leif, OZ1LO, and his brother Joern, OZ8RW.
Leif is one of the world's top DXers as
noted in the DX Challenge. They have quite
an antenna set-up! Of course, Leif has
worked them all and Joern, who only operates
on 6 meters, has 194 countries confirmed! In

a short period, OZ/AI5P managed to put 80
Q's in the log before catching the train
back to Copenhagen.
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(Continued from page 4)

Flying to Oslo, | returned to a country |

had last visited in 1985. Beautiful coun-

try, lots to see... and the most expen-
sive place on my trip! | took the train

over to Bergen across scenic moun-
tains.... and snow! Back in Oslo, |
thought my operating luck had run out
when the club station | had been promised
fell through - great equipment but no an-
tennas! They were in the midst of upgrad-
ing their systems and had disassembled
all their antennas! Luckily, one of the

club members - Kaare, LA8FC, offered to
take me to his apartment and let me make
some contacts. That was the good news;
the bad news was all he had was a 10-15-
20 tribander and it was 10 p.m. - 20 me-
ters was dead as a hammer. Then he showed
me his key - a replica of a Swedish Rail-
road straight key! Boy, was | in trouble

- but | managed to catch an EA station
calling CQ on 20 meters and then a local
LA station - I'm sure they wondered who
was sending such terrible CW (first time
with a straight key since 1969 I think!).

But two contacts in the log from LA/AISP.

On to Sweden to visit Lars, SM5CAK. He is

a well-known DXer and county hunter whom
| had also visited in 1985. You might re-
member he published an extensive QSL Man-
ager list at one time. He surprised me by
arranging a special call - SI5P - for me

for my visit. It's so nice what some
countries can do for their amateur radio
operators. SI5P soon had 238 Q's in the
log.

From Motala, | took the train to Stock-
holm - my first visit there. What an
amazing city! Really beautiful and once
again, many things to see and do within
walking distance of downtown. Unfortu-
nately, it was now late September and the
weather was beginning to turn colder with
some rain. One day, Len, SM5A0G, drove me
to the well-known contest station SKOUX.

Located at a former army signals test
site, it hosts a vast array of various
antennas covering, | suspect, every ham
band allocated in Sweden. Here, as
SI5P/0, | was able to put an additional
183 Q's in the log from Sweden.

On September 30th, | took the ferry on a
beautiful, sunny day to the Aland Islands.
After a six hour voyage, the ferry arrived

at Mariehamn to be greeted by zero visibil-

ity due to fog! Here | had my second encoun-
ter with Murphy - arrangements to operate
the super contest station OHOZ fell through.
Fortunately, with the help of their wonder-

ful tourist office (it was the off season

for sure and they weren't too busy!), | was

able to telephone and meet Einar, OHONJ. He
is the leading DXer in OHO and I'm sure many
ADXA members have worked him. He is Honor
Roll #1 and lives on a farm north of Marie-
hamn. He was kind enough to meet me in town
and take me to his home where | got to oper-
ate as OHO/AI5P. | soon had 96 Q's in the
log. Quite by chance, there was a local ra-

dio club meeting that night that | was able

to attend and meet six of the locals, in-
cluding Kee, OHONA/OJONA, who worked on Mar-
ket Reef for many years.

One of the other hams | met was Gey, OHOGG.
Later in my visit, he and his wife insisted

| visit their cottage where his station is
located. | was able to make an additional 89

Q's as OHO/AISP. What gracious hospitality!

| also learned that many hams in Scandinavia
have their stations at a second location in

the countryside due to space limitations,
power line issues, etc.

One evening | did get the opportunity to
visit OHOZ with Einar, OHONJ. It is far out
in the countryside with an amazing location
and fantastic antennas. | couldn't operate
(one of the owners has to be present) but it
was worth the visit just to see such an
amazing station. Hopefully the antenna pic-
ture will give you an idea! It was getting
towards dusk by the time we got there so the
picture may be on the dark side.

Taking the overnight ferry to Helsinki, |
arrived to find a rainy and cold city. But a
beautiful and interesting place. | hadn't
realized that Finland was a part of Russia
from 1809 to 1917. After the Bolshevik Revo-
lution of 1917, Finland declared its inde-
pendence. You can still see the Russian in-
fluence in the architecture and other areas
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as you walk around Helsinki. Heikki,
OH2LH, took a day off from work to show
me around the city and its surrounding
area. Another example of great hospital-

ity!

We visited Jukka, OH2BR, in his new home.
You might remember him from his 3 month
stay on Pitcairn Island as VP6BR in 2000.

| took the train to Riihimaki to visit
another county hunter (and DXer) - Henry,
OH3JF. He had arranged for a visit to the
Army Signals Museum and a lunch with a
group of local hams. Henry is a Quad fa-
natic and has worked them all. He has al-
most finished working all the U.S. coun-
ties as well.

From there, OH3/AI5P got 227 contacts in
the log.

Flying to London, | did some sightseeing

to include my first visit to Bletchley

Park (the main British WWII code breaking
establishment) and the Imperial War Mu-
seum at Duxford (WWII airfield). It was
interesting to see both sites had amateur
radio stations - GB2BP and GB2IWM. In
fact, David, MOXDS, was operating GB2IWM
when Dave (G4ETG) and | visited. We got a
nice tour of the station and the signals
equipment storage shed!

In some casual operating from Dave's sta-
tion, | managed to get 33 stations in the
log from M/AI5P.

The RSGB HF Convention was held at the
Wyboston Lakes Centre in Bedfordshire
(near Cambridge) this year (2007) for the

first time. A first class facility (rooms

and meals) - so if you have the chance to

go, do it! It was a pleasure to meet a

lot of old friends and to meet other hams

for the first time. Very nice presenta-

tions on DXpeditions to 3B7C, BS7H, and
VP2MTE among others. Technical forums and
IOTA programs rounded out the outstanding
weekend affair.

In summary, | had a great time visiting
old friends and new places. There were a
total of 3619 contacts in the log from

ten countries - five of which were new coun-
tries for me to operate from (3A, OZ, LA,
OHO0 and OH).

If you were trying to work me it would have
been most likely by pure luck or seeing me
spotted. Earl, N5ZM, was the only ADXA mem-
ber to work me (in fact in four countries -

HB9, DL, SM, and OH). He is now a proud
owner of the AI5P Europe 2007 QSL card!

Keep tuned for the next AISP travel an-
nouncement!

Good hunting! 73, Rick
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WS5HTY Accepting his Honorary Membership

Charles “Frosty” Frost, Our Guest Speaker

African Safari DXpedition

Photos Courtesy of AF5M
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MAP TO N5ZM’s

North is up

When on 1530 look for the Exit 30 (Highway 104). flyou are coming from the

north you will go under the overpass and be headinblorth. Look for Wagon

Trace road ( approximately 2 miles) on the right gle of 104. Oak Haven isn’t

far down Wagon Trace. See next page for finer detaon finding Wagon Trace
and Earl's house.
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Map to NSZM'’s
4323 Oakhaven
White Hall, Arkansas
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ARKANSAS DX ASSOCIATION
MEMBERSHIP/RENEWAL APPLICATION
CALL:

LICENSE CLASS:

APPLICATION: _ NEW _ RENEWAL
NAME:

PHONE: ( )

ADDRESS:

CITY:

STATE:
ZIP:
EMAIL:

DXCC MEMBER?
ARRL MEMBERSHIP EXPIRES:

SPONSOR'’S CALL:

ARRL MEMBERSHIP REQUIRED

(ADXA IS A 100% ARRL AFFILIATED CLUB)

VOTING MEMBERS MUST HOLD DXCC

VALID INTEREST IN DX REQUIRED FOR ASSOCIATE (NON-VOTING) MEMBERSHIP
YEARLY DUES $25.00, Family membership $35.00

MAIL APPLICATION TO:

E Glenn Wolf, Jr., NSRN
210 S Estates CV

White Hall, AR 71602 —8216




